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Dr. Meadows Discusses
Cow Herd Evaluation and Culling

by RD Morrison

PCCA member Dr. Steve Meadows gave a very informative talk about herd evaluation and culling. The meal
of hamburgers and beef hotdogs was prepared by members of the PCCA Board of Directors and was very good.
Dr. Meadows stressed that reproductive efficiency
is of paramount importance - cows must calve every year.
Cows and heifers should be preg checked and open cows
should ‘hit the road’. The margin of return is too tight to
allow a cow to freeload for another year. The feed bill
must be paid, either by her calf or by her. He stressed the
importance of record keeping. The birthday, weaning
weight, herd average weaning weight are all important bits
of information. Scales take the guesswork out of the process. A cow should stay in the herd as long as she is productive and healthy - at least 8 - 10 years. The health of a
cow is dependant on many things, including: Teeth, forage,
nutrition (all factors in body condition score), Teat and
Udder conformation (factors in raising a calf), Feet (long
toes, corns) and Leg Soundness (ability to walk and graze
over long distances), Eye soundness, and, maybe most important, Disposition. Life is too short to deal with crazy
cattle.
Thanks, Dr. Meadows, for the very informative talk
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and thanks to all the board members that prepared the
meal. Also, Thanks to PCCA Treasurer Jenny Adams for
procuring the meal fixings.

Dr. Scharko, Lindsey Craig Give BQA
Presentation to PCCA
By RD Morrison

Dr. Patty Scharko, Clemson Livestock Poultry
Health, and Lindsey Craig, Area Livestock Agent, gave a
very good presentation to PCCA members (and all
Freezer Beef Committee members) at the 5 acre lots of
the Clemson Simpson Station. The Board of Directors
prepared the burgers and beef hotdogs.
BQA, or Beef Quality Assurance, is a program
that does more than help beef producers, it instills consumer confidence in the beef industry, which helps us all.
These best management practices brought forth in the
BQA program assures that the market steers, heifers,
cows and bulls are the best that they can be. BQA
demonstrates commitment to food safety, a good public
image of the cattle industry, consumer confidence in valuable beef products, improved sale value of marketed beef,
and enhanced herd profitability through better management.
Prior to working cattle, the alley and chute should
be inspected to remove items that distract the flow of
cattle (i.e., hanging chains, cloths, light and dark areas,
etc.) and wasp nests that totally mess up the process.
Dr. Scharko discussed flight zones and the fact that cattle
have a blind spot directly behind them. By entering or
exiting into their flight zone, the cattle can be made to
move up or stop. Abuse of cattle is not acceptable.
Vaccinations should be done in the neck area and
subcutaneous injection is preferred over intramuscular.
The needle size is important. 3/4” - 16 gauge needles can
be used for subQ injections. If a needle should break
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while administering an injection, it should always be removed from the animal.
Sometimes, an animal must be put down. A bolt
gun or a firearm can be used, but the shot must be placed
in the proper area. Lines are drawn from the eyes to the
base of the horns. The intersection of these lines (see
picture above) is the correct point to apply the bolt gun
or bullet.
Thanks, Dr. Scharko and Lindsey, for this presentation.
A video of this meeting will soon be available at
Moore Balliew Oil Company on Shady grove Road, Pickens. I encourage members to check them out.
Renewal notices will be mailed soon.
SCCA renewals are due in Columbia by December 15. When you get your notice,
please return them as soon as possible. If
you need additional forms, they will be available at the Extension office or online
(www.pickenscountycattle.com). THANKS!!
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Six Rules Aid Auto/Tractor Safety
By Ugochukwu Uzoeghelu
With permission of the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

With the boundaries of rural and urban America
blending more and more every day, it is important for all
motorists to be aware and cautious of farm equipment on
the roads. According to the National Safety Council, approximately one-third of fatal tractor accidents occur on
public roads. To decrease the chance of a collision, motorists should follow these six rules:
1. Slow down when you see a piece of agricultural equipment. Most farm equipment is designed to travel at
speeds of only 15 to 25 mph.
2. Watch for slow moving vehicle (SMV) signs: SMVs are
required for vehicles traveling less than 25 mph.
3. Watch for hand signals. Just because a tractor veers
right does not mean the operator is pulling over to allow someone to pass. The size of farm equipment often
dictates the necessity of wide turns.
4. Pass farm equipment cautiously. Even when passing safely and legally, the turbulence created by a vehicle may
cause the machinery to sway and become unstable. Do
not expect operators to drive their equipment onto the
shoulder of the road.
5. Driving with one set of tires on loose-surfaced shoulders substantially increases the risk of turning over.
6. Watch for flashing amber lights. This type of light often
marks the far right and left of farm equipment. Also
watch for reflective tape marking extremities and sides
of equipment.
7. Remember that agricultural vehicle operators have a
right to drive their equipment on the road.
Consider these facts next time you encounter agricultural equipment on the road:
1. A car moving at 50 mph has less than 10 seconds to
avoid a collision with a tractor moving at 20 mph that is
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400 feet ahead.
2. It only takes five seconds for a motorist driving 55
mph to close a gap the length of a football field when
approaching a tractor moving at 15 mph.
3. Nearly half of all incidents between motorists and
farm implements involve either left-hand-turn collisions or rear-end collisions.
(Editors Note - One of our members was in an accident a
few years ago, where a car crammed into the back of his
brand new tractor and brand new mower/conditioner.
He had all lights on and flashing, still this happens. The
tractor and moco was totaled. Luckily, he sustained little
injuries. It does happen, even with all precautions. Be
careful out there. - RDM
Drought
Monitor
September 26,
2019

The PCCA supports these fine youth
organizations:
4-H, FFA, Clemson Block & Bridle.
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This Is What Your Feed
Tag Is Telling You
By Robert Wells, Ph.D.
With permission of the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

When purchasing feed, it is essential to take time
to read the feed tag that, by law, is attached to every bag
of feed or mineral sold. This will help you determine if the
feed is legal and safe for the animal species you will feed it
to and that it will satisfy the animal’s nutritional needs.
The following sections will typically be on most feed tags.
1 - Guaranteed Analysis: This section defines the nutritional composition of the feed or mineral. If the product
is intended as a feed or feed supplement, the following
must be listed as a minimum: crude protein, crude fat and
crude fiber. For mineral products, minimum and maximum
guaranteed levels of calcium and salt are required. Minimum guaranteed levels must be listed for phosphorus,
magnesium, magnesium, potassium, zinc, copper,
selenium and vitamin A. If a nutrient is listed on the label,
it is subject to testing by government agencies to ensure
proper inclusion of the nutrient. Unless otherwise indicated with a maximum level, the product may contain higher
levels of the nutrient than listed.
2 - Feed Ingredients: This section lists the feed ingredients, typically in order of highest to lowest inclusion rate.
Note that many manufactures will use general descriptive
terms like grain products, plant protein products or forage products. The use of generalized terms allows the
manufacturer the latitude to least-cost formulate the feed
without having to reprint labels for each modified ration.
3 - Feeding Directions: This is a set of instructions for
how the feed or mineral should be fed to the animal, including how much to feed daily and, if needed, how to mix
the mineral or feed with additional product to achieve the
recommended intake rate. If the product contains medication, this section will typically indicate the concentration
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of the medication as well as the concentration of the
medication to be delivered to the animal on a daily basis.
4 - Purpose / Product Statement: This statement
indicates the species of animal and stage of production
that the feed can be used for (for example, mineral for
beef mature cows on pasture).
Be sure to call in, at least, one day prior
to meetings. The Clemson Extension
phone number is 864-878-1394 x 0
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State-wide Beef Assessment
Renewal Approved by Cattlemen
By RD Morrison

426 votes were cast on the Beef Assessment Referendum. These votes represented 69,998 head of cattle.
There were 332 “yes” votes and 94 ”no” votes for the
referendum. The “yes” votes represented 59,476 head of
cattle, or 85% of the total. The “no” votes represented
10,522 head of cattle, or 15% of the total head of cattle
represented. The “yes” votes represent 78% of the total
votes cast, while the “no” votes represent 22% of the
total votes cast.
Therefore using the formulas below:
A. More than 66 2/3% by number of those voting (78%)
representing more than 51% of the total volume (85%)
voted yes.
More than 51% by number of those voting (78%) representing more than 66 2/3% of the volume (85%)
voted yes.
The Referendum Passed.
Thanks,
Chad Truesdale
Director, Marketing
South Carolina Department of Agriculture
1200 Senate Street | Wade Hampton Building, 5th Floor
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Office: 803-734-2218 | Cell: 803-413-4326
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PCCA Junior Meeting Held at o6 Farm
By RD Morrison

The July PCCA Junior meeting
was held at o6 Farm and was hosted by
o6 Farm Services (RD Morrison) and
Century 21 Hometown Realtors (Lee
Morrison). About 40 Juniors, parents
and grandparents were on hand. Members of the PCCA Board of Directors
cooked the burgers and beef hotdogs.
RD Morrison and his granddaughter, Anabel, made a short video
about the advantages of GPS measurements of a field in order to purchase the
correct amount of inputs (lime, fertilizer, etc.). Technology has progressed
over the years and now we have a
weatherman, surveyor, and who knows
what else on our phone. The Juniors
asked a lot of questions as we rode
around through the pasture looking at
the fence project on the farm. We
measured the field using the
GeoMeasure app and the older juniors
were impressed. They said they were
going to use it at the parents/
grandparents farm.
Mission Accomplished!!!

Above top- Geomeasure, a free APP for measuring area and distance.
Middle- StormRadar, a free weather radar APP.
Bottom - FarmLogs, another free APP that shows rainfall amounts on
your different fields.

Page 10

Handy Farm Inventions
By RD Morrison

This fall hay season has been full of challenges. I
ran into problems with the super dry hay getting on top
of the windguard, making it impossible to put string onto
the completed bale. After getting off and on the tractor
to clean this stuff off of the windguard, so the arm will
travel across the bale applying the string, I remembered a
similar problem encountered by Jeff Pepper. He said that
Mr. Gene Holliday said to slow down the PTO RPM’s and
then get into a higher gear. This slows down the baler,
but speeds up the ground speed, literally, cramming hay
into the throat of the baler. I slowed the PTO RPM’s
down to 450 (from 540) and hit the next higher gear.
This corrected my troubles and I baled 60 more bales and
never got off the tractor.
I hope this handy bit of knowledge works for you
if you have extremely dry hay to bale.
Editors note: If you have a Handy Farm Invention, take
some pictures and a little write up / notes and I will share
it with others. It won’t take but a minute and it might be
just the trick that another cattleman needs. Cattlemen
are inventive souls - share your ideas!

Thoughts from the President Eddie Evans
Hello everyone. I would like
to thank everyone for participating in
the check off ballot in August. This is
a good thing for future beef in SC promoting beef, education, research, and
advertising. I think we will all see a
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good return on our investment in this program.
I hope everyone is taking advantage of all this dry
weather and getting all the hay baled. Market still lower
than we like. Everyone remember, if you have a student
graduating this year we have a scholarship available - see
the website for information regarding criteria. Would
love to see someone with this scholarship this year!
I want to thank all board members for a job well
done!! It has been a privilege working with you all during
my term as president. And to the association members,
all y’all are the best!!! We’ve had some good times and
made a lot of great memories! Looking forward to the
future!
Sincerely, Eddie Evans

Synopsis Treasurer’s Report—9/6/19
Beginning Balance:
Ending Balance:
Income:
Ads:
Dues:
Reimbursed:
Tags:

$7294.07
$5463.74

$12370.86
$6445.00
$3410.00
$430.00
$105.00

Expense:
$13896.76
Donations: $1212.85
Dues:
$2085.00
Miscellaneous: $107.99
Office Supplies: $8.25
Postage:
$605.58
General:
$308.45

Newsletter: $46.48
Postcard:
$90.65
Printing:
Directory: $2841.12
General:
$76.62
Newsletter:
$95.50
Website:
$700.00
Tax:
$9.31
Travel & Entertainment:
$5497.50
Meals:
$2417.18
Tableware: $175.26
Other
$3267.75

Pickens County
Cattlemen’s Association
222 West Main St.
Pickens, SC 29671

